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P A S T O R ’ S  N O T E

Fr Ben
H A S S E

T H A N K  Y O U ,  R H E N  A N D  S A R A H  for your years of service to
the St. Al's community.  You have made a great impact here.  May God bless 
you and all of your future endeavors!

We can’t believe it’s 
been nine years since 
our first Fellowship 

of Catholic University Students 
(FOCUS) team came to St. Al’s. We 
caught up with the gang to reflect 
on favorite St. Al’s memories and 
to see how Christ is moving in 
their lives today. For instance, 
Matt and Amy served as FOCUS 
missionary teammates together at 
St. Al’s, and later married!

Matt ('14-'15) & Amy ('14-'15) 
     Koczur 
“Something that has stuck with 
me from my time at St. Al's has 
been the need for incarnational 
evangelization. Being able to give 
not just words, but your very self. 
St. Al's does an amazing job at this.” 
-Matt

“If you feel called to be a 
missionary, trust that God will take 
care of any major obstacles.” 
-Amy

Richard ('14-'16) & Krysta 
     Fitzpatrick
“Looking back on my time at St. 
Al’s brings great joy to my heart. 
One thing that has stuck with me is 
the conviction that participation in 
Christ’s mission of evangelization is 
a great privilege, joy, and necessary 
element in my life.” - Richard

Visiting with St. Al's Very First FOCUS Team
Greetings from St. Al’s!  The new school year is off to a great start,
and we’ve been having some beautiful weather.  The new freshman class is 
another big one, and campus is plumb-full of students!  I hope you enjoy 
this newsletter, we’ve got some great stories to tell!

This summer has been a time of big transition!  Rhen Hoehn and Sarah 
Williams have finished their employment at St. Al's. They have made a huge 
impact here and we wish them both well.  A big welcome to Allison Hadjis 
(just married this month) who has been serving as our new Director of 
Data and Communications since May, and to Joe Rushlau (Wood Science 
’89) who started as our Development Director on October 1.

We’re settling into our newly-renovated Parish Hall and Parish Offices, one 
good fruit of the Multiply the Mission Campaign (multiplythemission.org).  
Check out the photos inside detailing this transformation!

Friday Night Fireside Fellowship turns 20 this year!  Ever since it 
began, this weekly event has been one of the epicenters of growth and 
evangelization at St. Al’s!  We’ve gathered some of the history, and some 
testimonies both old and new.

This is also already our ninth year with a FOCUS team!  Our first team 
arrived in 2014, and we’ve caught up with those first four missionaries 
who were pioneers here at Michigan Tech.  We’ve also just had our 
seventh MTU grad hired as a FOCUS missionary!

Thank you so much for supporting St. Al’s!  Please keep us in your 
prayers, and know of our prayers for you and your family.  

“The best part about being 
Development Director at St. Al's 
was meeting all the alumni around 
the Midwest, and really around 
the country, who are serving 
their local churches. It was very 
inspiring to get to know many 
alumni who were serving - some as 
deacons, some in music, some in 
finance, and so many others.”
- Rhen Hoehn, St. Al's
Development Director 2015-22

“During my time at St. Al's, I 
enjoyed working with the students 
and seeing them on their faith 
journey. They continue to inspire 
me to always go deeper in my faith. 
Our family will keep connected 
with St. Al's and we look forward to 
getting to know the students in the 
upcoming years and to watch the St. 
Al's ministry grow.”
-Sarah Williams, St. Al's  
Communications Director 2019-22

O N  T H E  C O V E R :
Clockwise from the top: the 
Fall Barn Dance at the Chassell 
Pavillion was a big success; 
we had a big group for a hike 
up Mount Baldy- this student 
drone shot shows Eagle Harbor 
in the background; Sister Linda 
Brandes, OSF joins the students 
for outreach on Walker Lawn 
and demonstrates Spikeball 
intensity.

Maria ('14-'16) & Ian Ollis
(Mechanical Engineering '16) 
“There are so many "good things" 
we can do and no shortage of 
"needs" in the world around us. 
Determine which needs God is 
calling YOU to meet. Then, line 
up some mentors to help during 
the challenging times.” -Maria

Where are they now?

P L E A S E  P R A Y  for Josh Treib (Electrical Engineering
'22) as he begins his first year in FOCUS ministry at Loras College 
in Dubuque Iowa. We wish you the best, Josh!

Register for the

 ICE MASS
and receive a 

commemorative 
magnet!

mtucatholic.org/icemass



2 0  Y E A R S  O F  F E L LO W S H I P Fireside's roots and how
it has branched out

At the 2002 Spring 
Retreat, Bishop Garland 
encouraged students to 

emulate other Christian student 
organization’s activities to 
grow the authentically Catholic 
fellowship they hungered for. 
Eager to do so, St. Al’s students 
prayerfully brainstormed the 
whole 180-mile van ride back 
to St. Al’s. Friday Night Fireside 
Fellowship (FNFF) was born. 

FNFF has evolved since its 
inception (it now follows 
confessions, Mass, and a dinner), 
but the main goals of catechesis 
and authentic fellowship have 
stayed the same.

We reached out to St. Al’s alumni 
(some from FNFF’s founding 
generation) to share their favorite 
talks, topics, and memories.

FR. LARRY VAN DAMME
“That [first] Spring we held four 
FNFF gatherings, one of which had 
Fr. Alexander Sample as a speaker 
on the Eucharistic. The sessions 
usually had 20 to 30 participants… 
and a Praise Band. We had a strong 
sense that FNFF was here to stay!”

Favorite talk: Annual Respect 
Life Ministry presentation “They 
ALWAYS knocked it out of the park!”

RHEN HOEHN 
M.B.A. '09
“Being put in charge of making
sure that a full evening of food and
events went off without a hitch
for a big group of my peers gave
me a sense of responsibility and
confidence in the fact that I could
be a leader, which was a big step
for me.”

Favorite talk: Fr. Wayne Marcotte 
speaking on scripture and the 
annual fall camping trip “We 
were not well equipped for it, but 
somebody came up with a huge 
canvas 20-person tent that we all 
lugged out there for the guys to 
sleep in, and that was always fun.”

EMILY WEBER
Applied Ecology & Environmental Science '06
“Honestly, I am so thankful for this ministry.  I was a 
vulnerable freshman and could have been pulled in a 
totally different direction if it hadn't been for St. Al's! 
It was a group of college students at all different levels 
of faith. We were all on a common mission though - to 
love Jesus and share Him with others.  FNFF helped 
prepare you for just that.”

Favorite Talk: “One of my greatest memories was taking a 
trip to the monks in Eagle Harbor. Doing Vespers followed 
by their amazing hermit cookies was a great memory 
as well as praying while adoring their beautiful icons.” 

FR. TOM MERKEL
“The sacraments are essential to 
the Christian life and it is always 
encouraging to see so many people 
show up. It is great seeing them 
form friendships and just having 
fun. Christian friendship is one of 
the great joys of life as a Christian 
and we see that lived out at fireside.”

Favorite Talk: Brother Guy from 
the Vatican Observatory. “We had 
a really good turnout including the 
astronomy group from campus. 
This was a great way to evangelize.”

PIERSAN WILLIAMS
Biological Sciences '19
“I went into college knowing the 
words to the Mass and that Catholics 
give something up during Lent. I 
left college being able to hold an 
intelligent theological conversation 
about the Eucharist, why we believe 
what we do, and so much more. 
FNFF and St. Al’s provided me with 
a rich soil upon which to grow my 
relationship with Christ.”

Favorite talk: “We once got a tour 
of the sanctuary, with in-depth 
explanations of what is used in 
Mass and why we use them. It gave 
more insight into the beauty of 
the Mass and the tradition of the 
Catholic Church.”

Top:  Bishop John joined a Fireside night in 2018.
Above: Some of the founding members in 2002, 
including Fr. Dustin (pictured front, in the brown shirt) 
and Rhen Hoehn (behind Fr. Dustin, also in brown).

STEF BEYER
Biomedical Engineering '06
“I'd have to say the personal highlight of Fireside 
for me was meeting my husband! We were 
married at St. Al's fifteen years ago, and we have 
welcomed five children. Building our relationship 
on the foundation of faith the Lord established in 
us at St. Al's, including at Fireside, was the most 
important thing we have done for our family.”

Favorite talk:  “Two of my favorite speakers 
were Archbishop Sample (back when he 
was Father Sample) and Fr. Tom Schmied, a 
Capuchin priest who used to sub for Fr. Larry.”

A visit with the founders of the monastery - Fr. Basil 
and Fr. Nicholas (both since deceased) and four of the 
Franciscan Sisters.



Implementing Science with Faith
St. Al's Students Impact Churches with Solar Power
W H Y  S O L A R ?
Although Houghton gets a LOT of snow, there is still 
a lot of sun! Contrary to popular belief, solar arrays 
are actually more efficient in cool temperatures. The 
snow is combated with a specific installation angle and 
today’s solar panels are actually better at absorbing 
indirect light- like on those cloudy (but still bright) 
Keweenaw days. Electricity rates are continuing to 
increase and this year the average electricity cost in 
Houghton is double the US or Michigan average. 

W H Y  S T.  A L' S ?
Installing a solar panel array at St. Al’s (and St. Anne’s, 
Chassell) was a sound financial investment and 
environmentally sustainable. Putting solar panels on 
churches is not a new idea either- the Vatican has 
the highest per capita solar power of any country! 
The roof at St. Al’s is a great angle, faces the correct 
direction, and has minimal shading. St. Al's students, 
led by Madi McFall (Mechanical Engineering '21) 
designed the arrays and helped with installation. 

T O T A L  E L E C T R I C I T Y  P R O D U C E D
To date, the solar panels have produced 8,200 kWh.

T O T A L  S A V I N G S  T O  PA R I S H
The solar panels have allowed the parish to save 
$1,350 in the first 10 months of operation!

Top of page:  St. Al’s Solar Array, installed at 53 degrees, 
includes 20 panels totalling 8.1 kW DC and  a Sunny-
Boy 7.7 kW inverter.
Above:  St. Anne’s Array includes 21 panels totalling 8.5 
kW DC.

H E A D  T O  M T U C AT H O L I C . O R G / B L O G  F O R 
M O R E  I N F O,  P H O T O S ,  A N D  S T O R I E S ! 

Multiply the Mission Hall and Office Renovations
Your Impact

Parish Hall Before

The Mutiply the Mission Campaign is making a big impact at 
St. Al's. Thanks to your generous support, we are on the hunt 
for a Director of Music and Liturgy and the Parish Hall and 
offices are freshly renovated. Check out the updates below!

Office Kitchenette

Parish Kitchen

Upstairs Office BathroomDownstairs ADA Compliant Bathroom
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

WA N T  A  F R E E  S T.  A L' S  T - S H I R T ? 
Visit mtucatholic.org/tshirt

V I S I T  MT U C AT H O L I C . O R G / B LO G
for more pictures and articles

C H A N G E  O F  A D D R E S S ?
Visit mtucatholic.org/address

F I N D  U S  O N  S O C I A L  M E D I A !
facebook.com/stagmtu
St. Al's Alumni and Friends

@mtucatholic

Share your memories with us!
Send to:  allison@mtucatholic.org

Your generous support is allowing St. Al's to reach many students this 
school year!  Over 140 students participated in this year’s O-Week Night 
Hike and Prayer.

A  L I G H T  I N  T H E  DA R K N E S S




